This May 17th-21st, the third annual Santa Ynez Gelding
Futurity will take place as an online auction on the Santa
Ynez Valley Association (SYVAHA) website. An innovation
of the SYVAHA, this new enterprise is aimed squarely at
widening the base of Arabian ownership. It creates a hot
spot of local Arabian activity that involves Amateurs and
young horses, the seed corn to growing a new generation of
Arabian horse lovers. Eligible geldings must be bred within
50 miles of Santa Ynez, and their breeders also must invest
into a jackpot for the new owners when they consign their
horses to the auction. This provides very attractive money
prizes for yearling, two-year-old and three-year-old geldings
to win. The sold geldings must be shown by an Amateur to
win at the annual Arabian Foal Festival which takes place
on August 26-28, 2016, in the popular tourist town of
Los Olivos, Calif., as it was last year.

The Santa Ynez Gelding Futurity
by EMMA MAXWELL

Ar abian Horse Times | 100 | Volume 46, No. 9A A

So much Arabian promotion is focused on global reach and
cheerleading the champions in the penthouse suite, that
we can forget we need to invest in keeping the basement
in perfect condition too. The basement needs a constant
supply of first-time Arabian buyers of all means and abilities
to keep the breed moving forward. This program is focused
on those horse lovers who want to enjoy their time with a
beautiful, trainable horse that they can keep at home. It
offers the opportunity for that owner to reach achievable
goals that they can complete together with that horse, as
well as meeting a group of likeminded people to share the
experience with. Finally, the Santa Ynez Futurity offers a
great financial incentive to get started with an Arabian
gelding! For this year, the 2014 Santa Ynez Futurity

Geldings will be coming back for their third time and
competing under saddle for $15,000.75, to be split by the
first three horses of the nine eligible. Last year’s entrants will
be returning to compete in In-Hand Trail and competing
for $10,982.47, to be split by the first three of seven entrants.
To breeders it offers the chance to move yearling
geldings off their property and into active promotion. While
America leads the world in the amount of divisions you can
compete in on an Arabian gelding, you usually have to wait
a couple more years before people get around to buying and
enjoying them. This program gives the geldings a head start.
It also promotes a basic level of training in the geldings that
ensures their possibilities for a happy useful life. It also
enables them to use their yearling geldings as an
investment in promotion, both for their farm and for the
Arabian breed, plus 10% of the winning money returns to
the breeder of the gelding.
To new owners it offers an almost unheard of chance to
get your money back in just a few months with a yearling
gelding; with two more chances to win in the following
two years, and have fun doing it! In their yearling year, the
geldings are shown at halter by Amateurs only, at a relaxed
stand with no whip and ranked by the three judges
according to their type, conformation and movement.
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In their two-year-old year, they compete at in-hand trail and
are scored on their accuracy and obedience, making a new
set of attributes, plus the time their handler spends training
them, the important factors. As three-year-olds, they will
complete a basic requirement under saddle suitable for their
young age—a walk/trot trail class, again, Amateurs only.
The positive feedback from those attending the competition
has been incredible. “Community is the key word, with fun
competition,” says inaugural winner Kris Johnson about
her experience. “The competition begins with the bidding
for your favorite yearling. The purchase price is not part of
the equation for what you receive in camaraderie, giggles,
and then prize money. The competition is simple and
all-amateur, and for all ages, which adds a unique flavor for
the handlers and a more equal playing field. I was lucky to
choose a winner the first year, and I am now hooked, line
and sinker. I plan on being a part of this Futurity every year
to come. I think it has better odds than Powerball and is
way more fun!
Carol Steppe of Daydream Arabians, well known and
experienced in the Arabian horse marketplace, also had
positive comments. “I picked out my favorite, a WH Justice
gelding out of a Wayne Newton bred mare, and was lucky

to get him in the exciting live auction last year, as a twoyear-old. We showed him in the In-Hand Trail class and
we came in second and won $4,500! We made a profit
already, and still have a sweetheart of a gelding to break,
ride and show. He is beautiful, smart, level headed, willing
and kind—just a lovely Arabian! It is my belief that we
should begin prize money classes for geldings starting at
the local show level and going through regionals all the way
to U.S. Nationals. It would create an important market for
young geldings and encourage entry level people, as well
as seasoned amateurs, to go to breeders looking for young
geldings to show and win money from a young age, and
then throughout their entire show lives. From my personal
first-hand account and going all the way, it’s a very
significant way to truly improve the Arabian horse industry,
and one of my favorites. Go shopping for a gelding and have
a blast!”

Past Payouts:
2014 Arabian Foal Festival - Yearling Halter Winners
Gold - $4,502.25
Silver - $2,701.35
Bronze - $1,800.10
2015 Arabian Foal Festival - Yearling Halter Winners
Gold -$3,294.74
Silver - $1,976.85
Bronze - $1,317.90
2015 Arabian Foal Festival – Two-Year-Old In-Hand Trail Winners
Gold - $6,750.33
Silver - $4,050.21
Bronze - $2,700.14

It is hoped that other Arabian-rich areas can join in the fun
and set up their own Gelding Futurity franchise. The
SYVAHA welcomes all comers to the Arabian Foal Festival
this year to see the Futurity in action, and don’t forget to
check out those geldings when they come online!
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